
Topic 4: 

The Bible and The Sanctuary 



The Old Testament—from Genesis to Malachi—we 

know, is filled with the truths presented in the 

language of the Sanctuary. 



If we notice carefully even the  New Testament—from 

Matthew to Revelation—is saturated with the Sanctuary 

language. 



Jesus was 

introduced by 

John the Baptist 

in the language 

of the 

Sanctuary—the 

“Lamb” of God! 



John 1:29 “The 

next day John 

seeth Jesus 

coming unto 

him, and saith, 

Behold the 

Lamb of God, 

which taketh 

away the sin of 

the world.” 



Lambs were used for the sacrifice in the 

sanctuary. 



 Leviticus 3:7 - “If he offer a lamb for his offering, then 

shall he offer it before the LORD.” 



John the Baptist was 

not the first one to use 

the language of the 

Sanctuary for the 

Messiah.  

The gospel prophet—

Isaiah—used the word 

Lamb in his messianic 

prophecy 700 years 

before Jesus came as the 

Lamb of God. 



Isaiah 53:7 “He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter” 



1 Peter 1:19 “But with the precious blood of Christ, as of 

a lamb without blemish and without spot.” 

Peter presented Jesus in the language of the 

sanctuary as well—the lamb without blemish and 

without spot. 



Exodus 12:5 “Your lamb shall be without blemish” 



Apostle Paul 

told the 

believers to 

present their 

bodies as a 

living “sacrifice” 

to God. That’s 

the language of 

the sanctuary 

again. 



Romans 12:1 “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by 

the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a 

living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is 

your reasonable service.” 



Romans 12:1 “I beseech you therefore, 

brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye 

present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 

acceptable unto God, which is your 

reasonable service.” 

 Deuteronomy 16:2 “Thou shalt therefore 

sacrifice the passover unto the LORD thy God.” 

The word “sacrifice” is associated in the Sanctuary service   



Paul said Christ’s 

offering on 

Calvary was a 

“sweetsmelling 

savour” unto 

God. That is the 

language of the 

sanctuary!  



Eph 5:2 “And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath 

given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a 

sweetsmelling savour.” 

Ex 29:25 “And thou shalt receive them of their hands, and burn 

them upon the altar for a burnt offering, for a sweet savour before 

the LORD: it is an offering made by fire unto the LORD.” 

That’s a direct reference to the burnt offerings of 

the Sanctuary! 



In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus compared His 

followers to the “salt”. In the offerings of the 

Sanctuary, salt was always used. 



Mark 9:49 “For every one shall be salted with fire, and 

every sacrifice shall be salted with salt.” 

Lev 2:13 “… with all thine offerings thou shalt 

offer salt”. 

Mt 5:13 “Ye are the salt of the earth”. 



If anyone is sick we are told the elders of the church should 

anoint them with oil, the symbol of the Holy Spirit, and 

pray over them for healing and forgiveness.  

This idea is drawn from the Sanctuary service where 

the priest anointed people for cleansing. 



Leviticus 14:18 “And the remnant of the oil that is in the 

priest's hand he shall pour upon the head of him that is to 

be cleansed: and the priest shall make an atonement for 

him before the LORD.” 

 James 5:14 “Is any sick among you? let him call for the 

elders of the church; and let them pray over him, 

anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord.” 



Ananias told Saul, who became Paul the apostle, to “wash” 

himself in the ”waters” of baptism. This language of washing by 

water is the language of the Sanctuary, were the priest washed 

themselves in the water at the laver, the symbol of spiritual 

cleansing. 



 Acts 22:16 “And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, 

and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.” 

Ex 30:18 “Thou shalt also make a laver of brass, and his foot also 

of brass, to wash withal: and thou shalt put it between the 

tabernacle of the congregation and the altar, and thou shalt put 

water therein.” 



Jesus 

referred to 

Himself as 

the living 

“bread”—the 

bread of the 

Sanctuary. 



 Ex 40:23 “And he set the bread in order upon it before the 

LORD; as the LORD had commanded Moses.” 

 John 6:48 “I am that bread of life.” 



To the church at 

Corinth the Apostle 

Paul wrote about 

eating the true 

“unleavened bread”. 

That is the sanctuary 

language once more. 



Exodus 13:6 “Seven days thou shalt eat unleavened bread, 

and in the seventh day shall be a feast to the LORD.” 

1 Corinthians 5:8  “Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old 

leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness; but with 

the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.” 



Jesus said the believers are like the light on a 

lamp stand. That is the language of the 

sanctuary! 



Mat 5:15 “Neither do men light a candle, and put it under 

a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all 

that are in the house.” 

 Ex 40:4 “… and thou shalt bring in the candlestick, and 

light the lamps thereof.” 



Jesus talked about manna and compared it to Himself. 

Manna was the food for God’s people in the exodus. Also 

manna was a part of the sanctuary—in a pot it was placed 

in the most holy place. 



 “Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness, and are 

dead.” John 6: 49 

“And Moses said unto Aaron, Take a pot, and put an 

omer full of manna therein, and lay it up before the 

LORD, to be kept for your generations.” Exodus 16:33 



The first fruits of 

the harvest had 

special significance 

in the sanctuary. 

Paul gave us the 

real meaning of 

first fruits when he 

wrote to the 

Corinthian church. 



“Then ye shall bring a sheaf of the firstfruits of your 

harvest unto the priest: And he shall wave the sheaf before 

the LORD, to be accepted for you: on the morrow after the 

sabbath the priest shall wave it.” Leviticus 23:10, 11 

“But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the 

firstfruits of them that slept.” 1 Corinthians 15:20 



The entire 

book of 

Hebrews 

deals with 

the topic of 

the  

sanctuary! 

 



In this book the Apostle Paul connects the earthly 

sanctuary to the heavenly sanctuary where Christ is 

ministering for us. 



The book of Revelation 

—the book for the last days— 

uses the Sanctuary language throughout! 



The word “lamb” is a sanctuary language. It appears 31 

times in the New Testament, in reference to Christ. The book 

of Revelation, alone, calls Jesus the “Lamb”, 27 times!  



The court was the place were the sanctuary animals were 

offered. The book of Revelation presents this truth in the 

language of the sanctuary. 



“But the court which is without the temple leave out, and 

measure it not” Revelation 11:2 



The seven branched 

candlestick was in the 

holy place of the 

Sanctuary.  

The first chapter of 

Revelation pictures 

Jesus in the holy place 

of the heavenly 

sanctuary! 



Rev 1:12, 13  “And 

I turned to see the 

voice that spake 

with me. And being 

turned, I saw seven 

golden 

candlesticks; 

 And in the midst 

of the seven 

candlesticks one 

like unto the Son of 

man”.  



The golden altar of incense was in the holy place of the 

Sanctuary. The book of Revelation presents the golden 

altar of incense, and the golden censer as well. 



Revelation 8:3 “And another angel came and stood at the 

altar, having a golden censer; and there was given unto 

him much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers 

of all saints upon the golden altar which was before the 

throne.” 



In the most holy place of the sanctuary was the ark of the 

testament wherein was the two tables of stone of the ten 

commandments placed. The book of revelation has this 

article as well. 



Revelation 11:19 “And the temple of God was opened in 

heaven, and there was seen in his temple the ark of his 

testament” 



For us, therefore to understand the Bible—the  Old 

and the New Testaments—we certainly need to 

have a knowledge of the Sanctuary service! 



Even to understand the great prophetic book of 

Revelation—the book for the last days—the 

knowledge of the sanctuary is vital! 


